GLAD   TIDINGS
" And when he had thus spoken, one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so ?
"Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me ?"
That is a man's attitude and is respected by men. It was recognised by Pilate, who was a man. But these priests and their followers were not men. They did not know what manliness consisted in. Jesus was, above all, a man. Was he not the Soul of Man ? He was very different in reality from those portraits of him we are accustomed to see, mild effeminate presentments, with no spirit in them.
What was the colour of his eyes or hair we do not know, whether he was tall or short, but what we do know is this : he was strongly emotional, full of passion, not controlling it nor hiding it as if he were ashamed, but showing his joy and sorrow, admiration, love and hate, sharing his emotions with the world. He was capable of being hasty, as when he cursed the fig tree, no interpolation this. He was human. His face was index to his heart, not mild nor timid, but glowing like a flame. If no humour is recorded of him it is not that humour lacked. It could not in so much emotion. He had strong sarcasm, and sarcasm is the first ingredient of humour. The second is sympathy. Jesus had both, and therefore he must have had humour too in the highest. His mien was
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